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Precautionary landing conducted on Chigasaki Beach in Kanagawa

CHIGSAKI — A US navy helicopter made a precautionary landing on Chigasaki Beach, in
Kanagawa Prefecture near a forward-deployed military base in Japan, the US Navy confirmed on
Thursday.

The MH-60R Seahawk helicopter attached to Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM-51)
from Naval Air Facility (NAF) Atsugi made the landing at approximately 11:06 am local time.

A total of three crew members were onboard the aircraft. The helicopter was involved in routine
training at the time of the precautionary landing.

Out of an abundance of caution, the aircraft landed safely without any injuries or casualties.
There were no indications of damage to property on the ground. When necessary, precautionary
landings are practiced by all professional military units to ensure the safety of aircrews and the

public.

At approximately 3:01 p.m., the helicopter departed the beach and landed safely onboard Naval
Air Facility (NAF) Atsugi at 3:15 p.m.

“The cause of the precautionary landing is currently under investigation,” per NAF Atsugi Public
Affairs.

Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM-51) is forward-deployed to NAF Atsugi, Japan. The
“Warlords” are the US Navy's only forward-deployed Sikorsky MH-60R "Seahawk"

expeditionary helicopter squadron.

Forward deployed in NAF Atsugi, Japan, the Warlords provide combat-ready, armed anti-surface
and anti-submarine helicopter detachments to ships deploying in the Western Pacific.
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